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Background:
MV: I am an experienced KS1 teacher in an east London primary school. I have a passion for writing,
literature and a great interest in linguistics. I have submitted other examples of practice to The Writing
for Pleasure Centre here, here, here, here and here. I have embraced class-based action research to
help me reflect and develop my practice. I have been following the writing for pleasure principles in my
classroom seeing amazing results and children cultivating their love for writing.

Principles in focus:
●

Treat every child as a writer

Aims:
●
●
●
●
●

To allow children to work at their own pace.
To ensure that children can express their own voice
To listen and observe the children, responding to their needs.
To value children's own interests.
To provide clear guidance and teach meaningful mini-lessons.

Description:
One afternoon, I was watching the film As Good As It
Gets with Jack Nicholson playing the main character,
the compulsive novelist Mark Andrus. My daughter
overheard a line from the film in which he made
references to OCD and asked me what it was. I told
her that some people have something that is called
‘obsessive compulsive disorder’. She listened and then
asked me: “What disorder do I have?” I told her, “Well
it is not really a disorder…” She repeated the question,
then I said, “You have autism.” Then she quickly
corrected me, “I have autism spectrum disorder.” So I
added, “Yes, and you are very clever!”. Continuing
eating her pizza, she replied; “Yes, I am!” So that was
the end of our conversation.
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Then I thought, that is it! This is how I want my daughter to be treated, as someone who has autism
but also someone who also has something to say, something to express, something to write about.
Someone who has a voice. I understand that autism affects children and people in different ways and
this is not an attempt to explain the condition as I’m not a doctor, only a parent and a teacher. My point
is to reinforce that all children deserve to be treated as a writer and to have the opportunity to express
their ideas at their own level and pace being taught to choose their own path and writing processes.
Additionally, I have plenty of examples from my classroom that show when you listen, observe, and
respond, you open a door to a new world. How interesting and enriching it is to the whole writing
community to be presented with a world that is experienced in such a particular way.

Impact:
I decided to use what I know about the
writing for pleasure principles to help
us with writing at home. My daughter
loves drawing and the morning we
started this project she was holding
‘Sprinkle’ the cat, a character that she
had just created (picture above). She
enjoys not only drawing but cutting
around it to hold and take it
everywhere, usually inventing ‘live’
stories around her creations. I thought
that it was the link that I had into her
world. I asked about her character and
if she could tell me more about it.
Then, I told her that it would be
interesting to write a character profile if
she wanted, so she could create a
story about Sprinkle. Suddenly, she
became very engaged and produced
her character profile, thinking very
carefully about the details.
The next day, she was able to start
generating her ideas, and start
planning the story about Sprinkle.
Together, we discussed which genre
she thought would be the best one to fit with the story that she wanted to write. She chose to write a
fable, and after starting her planning, she spent the rest of the afternoon choosing to look at fables,
studying the genre carefully. It is important to note that her writing processes were particularly adapted
to deal with her needs, at her own pace. However, I also found that in my classroom with my guidance
some children navigate the writing processes in their particular way.
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Additionally, this impacted immensely on her
self-efficacy and volition, because she had an
agency but also clear guidance. It took her about
three days to draft her story, she was able to
complete her revising when reading aloud to me,
to her brother and her dad. I shared her story with
her LSA who gave her a personalised feedback,
which was immensely appreciated by her.
“I like the story, I wonder what is going to happen
next.” When she completed her fable, “Also love
the moral of the story.” (CD, teaching assistant &
LSA)

Reflection:
It is not a coincidence that my daughter
was previously taught in a Writing For
Pleasure classroom by her ‘kind’ Mr
Hayden (‘No more draft-dodging’). I will
not pretend that it has all been perfect,
because there are days that she has
long-lasting meltdowns (in school and at
home), refuses to cooperate and has
pretty much her own endeavours to
follow. However, she showed me that the
learning and passion for writing had stuck
when, one afternoon, after arriving from
school this year, she told me in
frustration; “Mum, I miss writing for
pleasure at school.” This is proof that she
had made a connection within the writing
community and she was in fact listening
during her time in year 4. Despite her
needs and challenges, she had also been
treated as a writer. I know from working
with her on this project that it would be
beneficial to her as a writer to spend a bit more time on revising, which for her is itself a challenge due
to her difficulties with change and flexibility. However, with guidance and support, she is working on it.
For me, my experience with my daughter has huge implications for the children I teach, not only for
children with special educational needs or early writers, but all children. It reminds me to be observant,
to teach with clear guidance through mini-lessons, and to respect their needs. I know how important it
is to provide a clear and consistent routine which allows children to feel safe. Finally, to allow learners
to navigate through the writing processes at their own pace. When Margaret Atwood (2015) decided
that instead of asking other writers why they wrote, she would ask them what it felt like and she felt a
connection with their answers. Atwood reported that many writers said that writing felt like illuminating
the darkness, shining a light on what was already there. They felt a strong desire to do it. This is what
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happens when we treat every child as a writer, we help them to illuminate, shine a light on what is
already there, and in doing so they develop their desire to write.
This example of practice was described from the point of view of both a teacher and parent.. I would
like to continue investigating how I can support parents and families to create an everlasting
environment that allows writing for pleasure to occur at home.
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