
It’s often said that being an avid reader 
is fundamental to becoming a writer. 
But what is it writers do as they read 
and how are writers influenced by their 
reading? Children who are committed 
writers already know the answer to 
these two important questions. They 
have learnt the reading habits of real 
writers. Here we share with you how 
you can encourage children to take up 
these habits for themselves.

Writers read for pleasure
If we want to attract children like 
bees to the idea of writing, we must 
treat our classroom as a field and 
fill it with the sweetest of nectar – 
good literature. Writers are life-long 
and committed readers. That’s why 
it’s so important that schools and 
families support reading for pleasure. 
Classrooms must feel like inviting 
libraries. A place where children come 
in everyday to read and write together.

Writers learn from their 
heroes 
Seeing is believing. Writers learn things 
from mentor texts crafted by their 
hero authors. If we give children great 
books to read, they’ll begin crafting 
great texts in return. Invite children to 
take what they love from their favourite 
writers’ books. Once we say this is 
OK, children become excited and 
motivated by the fact that they can do 
the exact same things their heroes do.

Writers study their craft
When children are treated as writers, 
they gain an amazing ability to read 
like writers. Children need to read 
and hear language used skilfully by 
the masters. Teachers can use great 
craft to deliver world-class instruction. 
Through daily mini-lessons, teachers 
can use literature to showcase just the 
sorts of things children are trying to 
achieve in their own writing. By using 
your library, and all the texts which sit 
within it, texts become an additional 
member of your class.

Putting literature  
back into 
children's hands

Did you know that  
Lotus flowers grow  
out of mud? In the  

most difficult of  
circumstances, beautiful things 

can happen. In every home, there 
is rich learning occurring, but we 

must work to harness it.
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Writers squirrel away great 
writing
George Bernard Shaw famously said 
that imitation is not just the sincerest 
form of flattery – it’s the sincerest form 
of learning. Give children a personal 
writing book. You should have one too. 
Show them how, in the back pages, 
you squirrel away excellent examples 
of: titles, characters, settings, object 
descriptions, poetic lines, unusual 
ways of seeing things, plot ideas, 
story openers or endings whilst you 
are reading. Invite children to do the 
same. Over time, they will have a whole 
storeroom of great writing in the back 
of their notebook - ready to use when 
they are crafting their own texts.

Writers read and share their 
writing with others
It’s essential that children be given 
ample time and opportunity to re-read 
their own writing with their classmates. 
Reading and talking about each other’s 
developing compositions through 
class-sharing, and reading other’s 
published writing are all vital aspects 
in building a rich community of writers 
and readers. Classes build up a rich 
repertoire of writerly-language in which 
to discuss and evaluate their own texts 
with each other and are better  
able to be an audience for  
each other’s developing texts.

Writers are inspired by their 
reading
We know giving children ample time to 
read and hear stories aloud enhances 
the quality of their writing, and allowing 
them to write in response to the texts 
they’ve chosen to read significantly 
enhances their comprehension of 
them. Children who are consistently 
reading are ones who are constantly 
hearing writing ideas coming at them 
from the page. They even get into 
written conversations with the book 
they hold in their hands. Research 
has shown that personal reading time 
can profitably lead into writing time 
and how, through your reading, as a 
community of writers, you can unearth 
great writing ideas together.

Writers know about reading 
because they write things to 
be read
If children are lucky enough to learn 
through a writing workshop approach, 
they get an opportunity to write 
every day and always with a sense of 
readership. As genuine writers, they 
better understand this process when 
they read other peoples’ texts. This 
helps with reading comprehension and 
with reading critically.

Article by Ross Young & Felicity 
Ferguson, UKLA representatives, 
founders of The Writing For Pleasure 
Centre and authors of the  
book ‘Real-World Writers’. 

They were also the 
series creators of Power 
English: Writing published 
by Pearson Education.
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Free homeschool 
resources and  
activities for writing!

To get your children engaged 
with writing at home we 
have put together a pack  of 
activities and resources  
for free, please turn to  
page 14 to find out more!


